How much more effective do depot antipsychotics have to be compared to oral antipsychotics before they are prescribed?
Antipsychotic depots are less frequently prescribed than oral compounds. In an experimental study involving N=106 psychiatrists we studied how much more effective with respect to relapse prevention depot antipsychotics have to be compared to oral antipsychotics before they are chosen for prescription. Most psychiatrists have to judge depot as clearly superior with respect to relapse prevention before they recommend it to patients. If psychiatrists judge depot as unpleasant for the patients and do not see much need for checking their patients' compliance they are less likely to prescribe depot. Other psychiatrist-related factors (e.g. age, gender, and work experience) did not influence attitudes toward depot.